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in. their channels. "We do not even know with precision
whether a tree grows from the outside to the inside, or from
the inside to the outside. All the physiological functions ir
the vegetable kingdom are hidden from us by a thick veil,
and it is only by lifting a corner of it with great difficulty
that we can catch a few gleams of light through the obscurity.
Nevertheless, all unexplained though they be as yet, physio-
logical functions do exist in plants. Considering these
numerous functions, it appears entirely impossible that plants
should not have received the gift of sensibility. It is difficult
to believe, as Linnaeus would have us believe, that they pos-
sess life, and nothing more.

We shall be told that vegetables have no nerves, and that
in the absence of every organ of sensation, we cannot accord
them the faculty of sensibility. But, we reply, that the in>
perfect state of vegetable anatomy and physiology forbids us
to come to any conclusion touching the existence or the
absence of nerves in plants. "We are convinced that these
organs exist, but that botanists do not know how to discern
them, or have no means of distinguishing between them and
other organs.

4. The manner of multiplication and reproduction among
plants and animals is so analogous, that it seems impossible,
when we Consider this extraordinary resemblance in the most
important functions, to refuse sensibility to plants, and accord
it to animals.                       -/

Let us consider the various modes of reproduction proper
to vegetables. Reproduction, or rather the fecundation which